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Marginalized during the beginning of the XXth century, the reuse of reclaimed building 
elements became, hundred years later, unfailingly praised for its double ecological potential: 
reducing waste and providing low-carbon materials. Does an architecture of reuse really 
have a capacity to shortcuts established building trades, overriding the industry’s 
productivism with its own logic?  
As a matter of fact, reclaimed materials constantly fall outside of conventional building 
techniques. In France, so as in all European countries, building regulation is framed for new 
materials exclusively, stamped with NF and EU quality label. The state ambition for 
massifying reuse practices faces owners and architects’ reluctance to cope with normative 
and insurance-based issues. In order to overcome those brakes, startup-like marketplaces 
develop an offer focused on the reuse of a small range of standard building elements, reused 
for the exact same function, such as suspended ceiling panel or technical flooring. Deprived 
of any visible impact on the build environment, these reuse practices fail to renew the way 
architecture is produced and consumed as a commodity.  
On the other hand, some architects develop ad hoc upcycling solutions, hijacking elements 
functionalities by a careful analyze of their material and technical potentials, in order to 
create unprecedented components. Taking field case studies from the practice of the SCIC 
Bellastock,1 this communication aims to highlight transgressive strategies implied by this 
architecture of reuse, regarding the normative and insurance-based frames of the building 
industry. Paralleling the part played by owners, architects, reuse experts and contractors, 
this study carry the hypothesis that frugality, craftmanship and cultural valuation of matter 
can impose themselves as an alternative norm, overriding the zero-risk normative system 
inherited from modernity.  
  

 
1 NB : The author is an charge of projects and research coordination within Bellastock since 2018.  
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