Living in transgression in risk areas: a variation of the land tenure standard in the city

of Maroua-Cameroon

The town of Maroua in the Far North Region of Cameroon has grown rapidly since 1976 due
to its population that has increased as well. Despite the existence of the Urban Directory Plan
initiated by the Central Study Office for Overseas Equipment in 1982, we notice that anarchy
is taking hold in urban areas, an urban anarchy that’s results from irrational practices such as
corruption in the issuance of building permits or land titles. Added to this are the
administrative complications (prolonged deadlines, idleness and boredom) which make access
to land difficult or impossible for local populations. Faced with inadequate public housing
policies, populations are transgressing space by settling in easements - non-aedificandi zones.
They thus develop precarious housings in ravines, on the edge of the Mayo (seasonal rivers),
and on mountainsides. Although the risks of collapse, landslides and flooding which
sometimes affect these dwellings are significant, such settlements have continued
proliferating since 1982. How does government policy relating to urban management trigger
the advent of precarious housing in risk zones? How do people transgress space to overcome
their vulnerability? This study will analyse the transgression of land tenure standards on the
one hand and will assess public policies relating to land in the city of Maroua on the other
hand. The geo-historical approach that integrates documentary exploitation, field surveys,
shots and cartography of the urban landscape is used to illustrate the way in which the fact of
practicing, existing or remaining in the irrational (of inhabit transgression) can influence

urban development in a social, economic and environmental context.
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