A Subversive Inquiry into Ordering of Architecture: Error as a Transgressive Tool

The word transgression derives from the act of demarcation. This demarcation requires a
regulatory mechanism which implies a dividing line between the appropriate and the deviant.
Thus, transgression causes a distortion or extension by trespassing the line. This paper intends
to critically look at the concept of error as a transgressive and productive phenomenon
undermining the ground of any regulatory mechanisms. Error here is meant to be resolved as
a tool which distorts, extends, and breaks the line between the fixed rules and flexible
systems. Perceiving error as a form of transgression, the potentiality of erroneous acts or
being err is intended to be illustrated through two distinct approaches of Claude Perrault and
Peter Eisenman. In context of 17 century and the break in the system of thought, Perrault’s
classificatory tables are interpreted as the first representation of error within the Orders of
architecture. He detects errors in the comparison of the monuments and books of
architecture. Thus, rationalizing the Orders via correcting the errors, he challenges the canon.
Although his tables are revisionist in terms of offering another system of measurement which
depends on juste milleu, his act of detecting error paves the way for an abstracted version of
the image of Orders and a new way of inquiry into fixed rules. From an almost opposite
direction, criticizing the understanding of error as the other of truth, Eisenman argues that
error is the ‘unfolding of truth’. He advocates the textuality of architecture and highlights the
inevitable nature of error that is not to be detected but multiplied. Converging two
asynchronous architectural theoreticians, and their understanding of error, it is attempted to
conceptualize error as a transgressive tool which can propose an alternative way to look at

ordering mechanisms of architecture within architectural theory.
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