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Abstract:

Transgression is here to change the way buildings function, but if trans-programming, cross-
programming, and developer led community consultations are our new norms what are the new
articulations of the relationship between concept and experience, which are brought about by the
disjunction between the two? For Tschumi transgression does not mean the methodical destruction
of any code or rule that concerns space or architecture but it means overcoming unacceptable
prevalence.

This paper will examine three separate market regeneration projects for towns in the UK recently
designed or realised by Group Ginger Architects, to question if the disjoined nature of architecture
is its revolutionary potential and if uncertainty and the pleasure or violence of disjunction can be
used to develop an Architecture that ‘[...] transcends its paradoxical nature by negating the form
that society expects of it. In other words, it is not a matter of destruction or avant-garde subversion
but of transgression.’i The three case studies are Scarborough Market Hall and Vaults
refurbishment and ongoing associated events, such as the immersive film/music event ‘Shifting Sands’;
Chesterfield outdoor market reconfigured for seasonally diverse uses and Doncaster Market, one of
the largest markets in the UK, which includes ‘performative’ production.

Challenging the normative modes of architectural practice engenders collaboration and questions
existing policies, guidelines, buildings and the current purpose of place. How can local events call the
status of architecture into question, to change it and its role in society, and ultimately the society
itself?

Figure 1. Scarborough Market Hall, Group Ginger Architects.

Notes

'“Architecture and Transgression: An Interview with Bernard Tschumi’ in Architectural Design,
November/December 2013, pp. 32-37 (pp. 36-37).

I Tschumi, ‘Architecture and Transgression’, Architecture and Disjunction, p78
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