
Uses of the right to the city and the normalization of recognition struggles 

Situational analysis is widely applied in anthropology. This article adopts this analytical tradition 

to examine a social phenomenon associating a heritage institution and a social movement in 

Brazil. Our story begins on an interactional scale at the National Historical Museum of Rio de 

Janeiro, where a new permanent exhibition is being presented. 

Conceived from eviction debris, result of the destruction of a poor neighborhood during the 

works for Rio 2016 Olympics, the new exhibition was presented as a turning point. The 

resignification of the eviction ruins would uphold the beginning of a new curatorship approach, 

advocating for a common construction of the Brazilian republican history. Rejecting the 

perspective of innate fundamental rights, the new exhibition would instead raise-awareness on 

the how rights fulfillment is dependent on multiple citizen struggles. 

In order to understand the relational depth that the situation evokes, the article retraces its 

genealogy to examine the long and conflictual trail of “heritage action” embodied in the 

exhibited debris. Our journey starts with the ‘eviction wave’ during the Olympics and the origins 

of dwellers’ resistance movement. Subsequently, we tackle the post-eviction period and the 

local initiative of community healing though social memory and its intertwining with the ‘new 

museology’ movement in Rio. Finally, the accessioning of the debris by the National Museum 

will be questioned allowing for a return to our original situation and the evaluation of its 

meaning. The decrypted system of relationships demonstrates the embodiment of two 

concurrent standpoints: the evidence of the integrative role of resistance in preserving the 

memory of the dispossessed (transgression as recognition struggle), while also endorsing the 

perpetuity of order and stability, in this case, the dawn of a new dominant narrative upon the 

failure of citizen utopias (transgression as political consensus). 
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